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Public Health Law & Policy

We partner with state and local leaders to improve health in 
all communities, especially the underserved. 

We do this by researching legal and policy question s,
drafting policy language, and training community 

leaders to put these ideas to work.leaders to put these ideas to work.
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The information provided in this seminar is for informational 
purposes only, and does not constitute legal advice. Public 
Health Law & Policy does not enter into attorney-client 
relationships.

The primary purpose of this training is to address legal and/or 
policy options to improve public health. There is no intent to 
reflect a view on specific legislation. PHLP incorporates 
objective non-partisan analysis, study, and research in all our 
work.



Today’s Road Map

1. Defining the problem

2. Finding solutions that work2. Finding solutions that work

3. Locating resources to help



The ProblemProblem
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Policy Results in California 1989-2004

� $86 billion were saved in health care costs

� 3.6 billion fewer packs of cigarettes sold� 3.6 billion fewer packs of cigarettes sold

� 25% fewer tobacco related diseases 
compared to the rest of the nation 











Based on data from the Nationwide Personal Transportation 
Survey and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.



Based on data from the Nationwide Personal Transportation 
Survey and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.



The Solutions
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Bruce Barnett, Flickr Jacob Joaquin, Flickr
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Rational 
Basis



iwantamonkey, Flickr
Lensbender, Flickr
RickM2007, Flickr



Danny Howard, Flickr
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Policy Language
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Policy Language
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Policy Language
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www.traillink.com
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Tobacco retailer licensing
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What is financial sustainability?

� Low or no cost

� Uses existing 
fundingfunding

� Generates 
revenue







What is financial sustainability?

� Low or no cost

� Uses existing 
fundingfunding

� Generates 
revenue



Oklahoma – home to one of the highest 
rates of adult obesity in the US 

Oklahoma – home to one of the highest 
rates of adult obesity in the US 
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OK leveraged existing funding, 
expanding it to create greater 

access to healthy choices 

OK leveraged existing funding, 
expanding it to create greater 

access to healthy choices 



What is financial sustainability?

� Low or no cost

� Uses existing 
fundingfunding

� Generates 
revenue



Becky Lai, Flickr

Taxes, Fees and LicensingTaxes, Fees and Licensing



Taxes
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Impact and Regulatory Fees



Licensing for healthy food
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www.pedbikeimages.org / dan burden
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The ResourcesResources



www.phlpnet.org





Additional Resources

Centers for Disease Control:

Public Health Law Program

http://www2a.cdc.gov/phlp/

National Center for Chronic Disease Control and Prevention 

http://www.cdc.gov/chronicdisease/resources/index.htm



Additional Resources

Public Health Law Network:

www.networkforphl.org

ASTHO: 

http://www.astho.org/Programs/Prevention/http://www.astho.org/Programs/Prevention/

NACCHO:

http://www.naccho.org/topics/HPDP/chronicdisease/index.cfm)

National Association of Chronic Disease Directors: 

http://www.chronicdisease.org/policy/state-success-stories)
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